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Overview: Advanced Algebra develops the mathematics background necessary for successful entry into Geometry.  The emphasis in this course is on the major ideas of problem solving strategies, graphing relations and functions, writing and solving equations and inequalities, ratios, and symbol manipulation.  Systems of equations, polynomials, factoring, quadratics, rational expressions and equations, and radical expressions and equations, are also included.  The course is built around problems that help the students discover ideas and relationships, practical skills, and extend ideas in challenging applications.  There is considerable integration of geometry with the algebra to help the students visualize the abstractions and applications of algebraic concepts and procedures.

Class periods will consist of small group work, directed teaching, large group discussions and individual work with the amount of time for each varying to fit the concept.  Some days will be all directed teaching and some will be all group tasks, but a normal day will consist of a balance of the four. Homework is used to reinforce previously introduced concepts and skills.

Class Rules: To assist in the smooth functioning of the class and to ensure the positive learning environment your student deserves, each student is responsible for developing good self-discipline.  The overall expectation for behavior and conduct in the classroom will all be based upon the simple concept of respect.  Respect for all, including one’s self, inside and outside of the classroom will be required at all times.  
Expectations:  This is an Advanced Algebra course.  As such, the students upon successful completion will earn a high school equivalent credit.  It is expected in my classroom that the student will complete all assigned work and maintain a satisfactory level of achievement in this course.  The math department feels that an 80% class average is considered to be acceptable satisfactory level in an advanced course.  If a student drops below this average at any time, the student and parent will be contacted to remedy any possible distractions that are hindering the student from achieving this expectation.
Discipline Policy: All students are expected to cooperate with the teacher and other students in order to create an atmosphere where everyone is able to learn.  The possible consequences for inappropriate behavior will be lowering the citizenship grade, detention, loss of privileges, parent(s) or guardian contact and/or referral to the counselor or administrator.

General Class Information:

1.  Materials - Students are required to come to class prepared and ready to learn.  Though certain lessons will entail specialized materials, every student needs to come to class on a daily basis with a writing utensil (preferably at least 2 pencils) and a bound notebook (preferably of graph paper) for daily notes.  (Graph) paper will be supplied when needed.  An inexpensive scientific calculator (such as the TI-30XSII or similar) is also useful, but not required, there is a class set.  Graphing calculators (such as TI-83 or similar) are certainly very helpful, but due to the price ($85 plus) are not required either.  A good graphing calculator will, however, will be needed in future mathematics courses.  
2.  Homework – Homework is also a part of the course that students and parents alike are concerned about.  As I am a strong proponent of homework, as it reinforces daily lessons and conceptual ideas across units, it will be assigned on a regular basis and expected to be completed.  The amount of time in which a student will spend on homework will vary, but as a rule of thumb, one can expect anywhere on average of 25 to 35 minutes an evening.  As students are completing the work, each problem should be clearly answered and with ALL steps shown.  Although your student may say, “I can do the calculations in my head,” I still ask all work to be shown.  

3.  Absences - It is the student's responsibility to make up any and all work that is missed due to an excused absence.  This includes making up any notes from a given class period.  If the student wishes, they may create their own notes from the textbook, ask a student in the class to borrow theirs, or use the prewritten, “fill in the blank” notes in the assigned workbook.  Photocopying notes is NOT an acceptable form of make up.
4.  Late Work –If an assignment is given and expected to be turned in for credit, the student will have one (1) week to complete the assignment and submit it for a grade.  Late work will be considered anything turned in after the student’s class period (barring absences).  Late work will be counted as half credit.
5.  Textbook - The district-adopted text for this class is Prentice Hall Algebra 1, California Edition (2009).  This text covers all the content standards set forth by both our district and state.  Students should leave this text at home since a class set of texts will be provided.  The text is also available online through the pearsonsuccessnet.com website.
6.  Academic Grade - The grade will be determined by the student's daily work (notebook), quizzes, tests, occasional special projects, and extra credit, if applicable.  Small amounts of extra credit will be available throughout the year to extend learning and enhance the grade, not to replace missing work.  In other words, the student needs to maintain a good work habit and not fall behind in the work.
Typical Breakdown of Points per Chapter (Approximately 6 chapters in the course per semester)
· Tests (100 points) – roughly 60% of the grade – Tests will be administered at the end of each chapter, about every 2 to 3 weeks.  Students will know approximately 1 week in advance of the test date.  Tests are also (usually) given on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays to allow for the maximum preparedness.  Tests are typically 70% multiple choice and 30% free response.  Additional time is typically NOT given.  Special circumstances do apply. 

· Quizzes (25 points) – roughly 15% of the grade – Quizzes will be administered in the middle of the chapter to check for understanding.  These assessments are problem based and require work to be shown.  Many quiz questions will also build from the previous question.
· Homework Checks (5 points) – roughly 10% of the grade – These checks will be given periodically throughout the chapter to ensure single lessons are being learned.  There will be anywhere between three and five of these checks in any given chapter.  They will be based upon homework assignments from the previous days.
· Notebook (25 points) – roughly 15% of the grade – The notebook is a compilation of notes from daily lessons and homework assignments.  The notebook should be more than just written notes.  If used correctly, the notebook should also be used to study and review material for upcoming tests and quizzes. 
7.  Retakes/Make-ups – If a student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements with me to allow for a make-up test or quiz.  If a child does poorly (under a 70%) on a test or quiz throughout the semester, I DO allow students to retake one (1) test AND one (1) quiz per semester.  If a student decides to do a retake, the following must be met prior to retaking the test:
· Student must make the corrections on the previous test or quiz and show me that they have attempted to do additional studying. 

· Student must make arrangements with me to complete the retake on their time (ie. after school) 

· The maximum score a student can earn on a retake is 70% 

· If a student does worse on the retake, the previous score will be kept
8.  Citizenship grade - Citizenship will be determined by the student's effort, punctuality, attitude, cooperation, and interaction with other students.  Listening and following directions at all times are, to me, very important to being a good citizen.

9.  Tutoring – Tutoring will be available.  A schedule of possible times will be made available as the year progresses.  Students will need to make prior arrangements with me to ensure that the time is available.  If your student is having difficulty with ANY concept, please encourage him/her to come for help.  Not understanding one concept can very well lead to not comprehending another.  The classroom website will also have a list of many useful and user friendly websites to assist and strengthen the student’s learning.
Anticipated Sequence of Algebra Material

Chapter 1 – Tools of Algebra
Chapter 2 – Solving Equations
Chapter 3 – Solving Inequalities
Chapter 4 – Graphs and Functions
Chapter 5 – Linear Equations and Their Graphs
Chapter 6 – Systems of Equations and Inequalities
Chapter 7 - Exponents
Chapter 8 – Polynomials and Factoring
Chapter 9 – Quadratic Equations and Functions

Chapter 11 – Rational Expressions and Equations
Chapter 10 – Radical Expressions and Equations
This is a course in which students will be presented material that they have never seen before.  In previous years of math, Kindergarten through Pre-Algebra, math has always “looked” the same, but has just increasingly got harder.  In Algebra, this is not the case.  Students in Algebra will be asked to solve problems and think differently in ways that will be completely new to them.

In the first few chapters students will experience some problems that will be review and appear to be easy.  During this time though, many students tend to get a lackadaisical attitude and do not study as hard for the material being taught.  Let me please warn you now that if this occurs, the latter part of the first semester work and all of second semester will be extremely difficult.  It is imperative that students maintain good study habits throughout the entire course, even when what is being taught seems easy.  Mathematics, in particular Algebra, is like building a new structure.  If the foundation is not strong, then the structure will not be able to support what is being added to it.

Dear Parent(s) or Guardian,

Please let me know if there is anything I should know about your student in addition to any IEP, 504 Plan, Support/Resource Teacher, special needs, etc.

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Please print, sign, and return this page only to acknowledge that you have read and understood the course requirements and are in support of the information contained in this packet.  You and your may access this document at anytime on the school’s website.

- OR - 

 I am also very technological and like to keep parents informed of information via email and the class website.  If you would like to stay updated via email, please send a quick message to the address below, including your child’s class period and this will allow me to keep you informed of updates to the class. 

Thank you,

Paul Byrne






Math Teacher







Student signature: ____________________________
Date: __________

Parent/Guardian signature: ______________________
Date: __________

Period: __________





Class: Advanced Algebra 1-2

Daytime Phone #: _________________
Evening Phone #: __________________

Best time to reach you: __________
E-mail address (if desired): ___________________

If you should have any concerns or questions about your child’s performance in this class, please feel free to call or e-mail me anytime.  I will respond as soon as possible. 

In addition to your signature above, please initial each section below:

1. _____I have read and understand the course syllabus and requirements.

2. _____I will see to it that my child has all supplies required. 

3. _____In order to prolong the life of the textbook, I will see to it that it is covered.

