
Dear Muirlands Families, 

The days are getting 
shorter, back to school adver-
tisements are flooding the 
airways, and your children are 
nagging you to buy school 
clothes and supplies.  These 
are all clear signs that Labor 
Day is just around the corner 
and the end of summer is fast 
approaching.     

As we move forward to 
welcome a new school year, I 
hope that youôve found time 
to enjoy the warm weather, 
sunny skies, and time off from 
the usual routines of school 
and work.  I hope too, that 
your children are finding time 
to read, play, explore, and 

even get a little bored.   As 
much as we all enjoy the down 
time, I think we also look 
forward to the beginning of a 
new school year.  There is 
something magical and prom-
ising about entering a new 
grade level-both for students 
and their parents.  Iôd like to 
take this opportunity to wel-
come new and returning fami-
lies to Muirlands Middle 
School and the 2008-2009 
school year. 

Much of the preparation 
for the new school year occurs 
during summer months.  As 
with each year, we strive to 
improve programs, curricu-
lum, instruction, schedules, 

and opportunities for students 
and staff.  To that end, the 
master schedule was devel-
oped to allow many teachers 
to have common prep time 
with their colleagues who 
teach the same content.  As 
educators, we recognize the 
value of  collaboration as a 
process, working together to 
analyze and improve class-
room practice.  Through com-
mon prep periods and during 
minimum days, teachers, 
counselors, and administra-
tors will engage in an ongoing 
cycle of analyzing student 
work for evidence of under-
standing and instruction. 

As a staff, we will devote 

Dear Parents, 

I would like to extend a 
warm welcome to all families 
new to Muirlands Middle 
School and to welcome back 
returning families.  Muirlands 
is a wonderful school which 
offers rigorous instruction by 
terrific teachers dedicated to 
quality education, our won-
derful administrators and staff 

who offer daily support and 
active parents who are in-
volved with our childrenôs 
education as well as involve-
ment and support of our PTA 
and Foundation.  Through 
our combined efforts, our 
children are rewarded with a 
challenging and enriching 
environment. 

Most parents will agree 
that middle school can be 

trying both socially and aca-
demically.  Establishing new 
patterns can take time for 
both parents and students.  
Research shows   parent in-
volvement is key to ensuring 
their success; your child appre-
ciates your involvement even 
when they wonôt admit it.  

I would like to offer sug-
gestions on ways to stay in-
volved. 

PTA President 
Angela Schuetz 

Welcome from Muirlands Principal, 
Chris Hargrave 
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time at the beginning of the 
year to analyze the results of 
the California Standards Test 
in language arts, mathematics, 
science and history.  This data 
will be released in August and 
you will also receive the results 
of the individual assessments 
for your student.  The results 
of these assessments deter-
mine to what degree our stu-
dents understand the content 
they studied.  The goal is for 
all students to score proficient 
or advanced in all areas.   In 
order for schools to meet Ade-
quate Yearly Progress (AYP), 
all subgroups must also meet 
the same targets of 46% profi-
ciency.  In departments, teach-

¶Stay involved. talk to your 
child about school, new 
friends, check homework, 
attend events and volunteer 
at school. 

¶The Muirlands Messenger. 
Please take the time to read 
it, as it is full of information 
including important dates 
and on campus activities.  
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